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Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of

CHUDLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL - DV0096

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAD). A limited assurance review is not a full statutery audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAQ website — hitps://www.nao org. uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On 27 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2024, We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position {o certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Praper Practices and no other
matters hava come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regufatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attenticn of the authority:

Nene

External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024,

At Lol
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

prepared lis accouniing steleients In accordance

1., We have put ln place arrangements for effeclve flnancial
with tha Accounts and Audit Reguiations,

managemenl durlng the yaar, and for the praparation of
the accounting statements,

2, We malnlained an adequate syslem of Internal control
Including measures designed fo provent and detecl fraud
and corruption and reviewed ils effeclivenass.

mads proper arrangemenls and acceptad responsibilly
for safeguarding the public maney and resourees in
Its charge.

has only dona what Il has the lagal power ta do and has

3. We look all reasonable steps 1o assura olrselves
compifad with Propar Practlees in doing so.

thal thesa are no matiers of actual or potential
non-compllance with laws, regulallons end Proper
Practices thal could have a signiflcant financlal elfect
aon the abillty of his autharlly o conduot s

buslihess or manage Its finances.

4, We providad proper opporlunily during the year for
the axarclse of elaclors’ rights In accordance wilh the
requiraments of lhe Accounts and Audit Regulations.

&. Wa carriad out an assessment of the risks faclng this
authorlly and took appropriate staps io manage those
rlsks, Including tha Inlredugtlon of Inlernal controfs andfor
axlernal insurance cover where required,

. We malntained throughou! the year an adequate and
affactive system of Internal audt of the accounting
records and canbrol systems.

7. We tank appropriate actlon on &ll malters ralsed
In reports from Internal end external audil,

8. We copsldared whather any litlgation, llabllitles or
sommitments, events or fransactlons, ocouriing either
during o aftet tha year-end, heve a financlal impaat on
Ihls authorily and, where apprapriale, have Included them
In the accounling statements,

9, (Far local souncils andy) Trust funds Inaluding
charltable. In qur capacily as the sala managing
trustae we discharged our accountabliity
raspensipiities for the fund(syiassets, including
financiat reporting and, If required, Indepandent
axaminalion or audlt,

during the year gave ail persons Interesled the opporunity 1o
inspact end ask questlons about this authority's accotinls.

considerad and dosumenied tha financial and ofher Hsks it
faces and daall wih them properly,

atranged for a compselent persor, Independeit of the fnanclal
gontrols and procedures, lo giva an objactive view on whether
1 Inteinal controls meal the needs of this smatier authoriy.

respondad lo maiters brought to s aitention by Inlernal and

extameal audil.

1 dissiosed averything Il should have abolit s business acthily
duting the yeer Including evenis laking place after the year

end If relovant.

has mat all of its responsiblities where, as a body
votporate, I s a sols menaging trustes of @ local
R {ruust or frusts.

*Plaase provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authorlty will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annusal Govemance Stalement was approved al 4 Slgned by the Chair and Clerk of the meellng where
meetin of the authorlly on: : approval was given:

corded as minute reference: Chalr

\3l[5]2tin | T Clark
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

oA

1. Balances brought
forward

Tolal balances and raserves at the beglhning of the year
as racorded in the financial racords, Value musl agree to
Box 7 of previous year:

2. {+) Pracept or Rates an
Levies .

Total amounit of precepl {or for IDBs rates and lavies)
| recelved or recelvahle In the year, Exclude any granls
recelved,

3. (+) Total other racelpts

=t Tolal Incorne or recelpls as recorded In the cashbook less
)| the precep! or rates/avlas recelved (line 2). Include any
granis raceivad, ’

4, (-) Staff costs

Total expendilure or payments mada lo and on belalf
of all employees. Include gross salarles and wages,
employers Ni confribuflons, employers pension
conirlibutions, gralullles and soverance paymants.

5, (-} Loan interesticapltal
repaymants

Tolal expenditure or payments of caplial and Inferest
made during the year on the authorlty's barrowings (If any).

6. {-)All other payments

Total expenditure or payments as recarded in the cash-
bool less stalf costs (line 4) and loan intersst/capital
repayments {line 5),

7. (=) Balances carrlad
forward

i} equal (14243 - {4+5+86).

| Tolal balances and reserves al the end of the year, Must

8, Tolal value of cash and
short tarm investments

The suim of afl current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term Investmenis held as af 31 March —
To agree with bank reconclilation,

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investmants
and aszets

The value of all the properly the autharfty owns — it Is made
1 up of all lis fixed assets and long lerm Itvesiinents as al
31 March.

10. Total borrowlngs

The oulstanding vapllal balance as al 31 March of all foans
1 from third partiss (Including PWLB),

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{Including charitable)

The Councl!, &s a bady corporals, acls as sole fruste and
Is rasponsible for managing Tiust funds or assels,

11h. Disclosura nole ra Trust funds
{indluding charitable)

1 The figuras In the accounting statements above
oxclude any Trus! transactions,

[ certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statemaents In this Annual Governanca and Accountabllity
Return have been prapared on ellher a recelpls and payments
or income and expendlture basls followlng the guldance In
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorlties —a
Practiffoners' Gulde to Proper Practices and present fairly
the flnanclal position of this autharity.
Signed by Responsible Financlal Officer before belng
presanted to the aufifor
A .‘_,:.

Dale

| conflrm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authorty on this dale:

Signed by Chair of the mesting whera the Accounting
'| Slatements were approved
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of I ' Chudleigh Town Council - DV0096

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibitity as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the Naticnal Audit Office (NAO} A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor Is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAG Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02} as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAG website — https:/iwww.nao.org, ukicode-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is respansible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accauntability Return in accordance with
FProper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as exlernal auditors,

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Secfions 1 and 2 of the Annuai Governance and Accountability Retusn {AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR s in accordance with Proper Practices and no other maiters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant iegistafion and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting decumentation prior to 30 September 2024, however, we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line with statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any
qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the fmited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024,

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller autherity to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature

BT v
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