Section 1 -~ Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

Wa acknowledge as the membets of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of inlernal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowladge and bellef, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

praparad s sccounling stetements In accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

1. We have put In place arrangementis for effeative financlal
management duriag (he year, and for the preparatien of
tha accaunting stalements,

2. We malnteined an adequate system of Intamnal cantrol
Including measuras deslgnoed to pravent and detect fraud
and corruption and raviewed His sifectivenass.

made propar atrahgements ahd scceplod responsibiiity
for safeguatding the public monay and resotrcas In
{ts charga.

has only done what It has ihe lagel pawsr lo do and has

3, Wa look =lf reasenable steps to assure ourselvas
compllad with Proper Praclicas in doing so.

thal thara are no mallers of aclual or potantlal
nen-compllance will laws, regulations and Propar
Practicas thal could have a significart financlal effect
on the abllity of this authorlly ko condtiat lts

buslness or manage Its finances.

4, We nrovided proper opporiunity during the year for
the exetclse of elaclors’ rights in accordance with the
regurements of tha Accounts and Audil Regulations.

8. We oarrlad out an assessment of the risks facing thls
authorlty and took appropriale sleps to manage those
rlsks, Including the Intreduction of Inlernal canlrols andfor
axtarnal Insurance covar where required.

6. Wa malntained throughoul the year an adequate end
affectlve system of Internal audit of the accounting
ragords and ponirol systems.,

7. We took epprapriate actlon on &ll malters ralsed
I reports from Intarna and external audit,

8. We consldered whether any IHigation, kabllitles or
commitments, events or fransactions, oscuring elthar
during or alter the year-snd, have a financlal impact on
thie authority and, where apprapriate, have includad them
in the ascounting slatemants,

9, (For local counclis only) Trust funds Including
charltable, In our capaclly as the sole managing
trustee we dlscharged our accauntablilty
responsibllitles for the fund(syassels, Inciuding
financlal reporting end, If required, Indapendent
axaminatlon ar audit.

*Please provide explanations fo the external auditor on a separate sheet for each *No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identifled. These sheets must he published with the Annual

Governance Statement,

during tha year gave all persons Interested the opporlunily lo
inspect and ask questlons abou?! this authority's accatints,

conslderad and documented the financial and other Hsks it
facas and deall with them properly.

arranged for a compatent person, Indepandant of the financlal
conlrols snd procedures, to give an objeclive view on wiether
Inlernal controls meet the noeds of this smalter euthorily.

respended to maiters brought to s atlentlon by Inlernal and
extomel audit,

disclosad sverything Il should have about lts businass activily
during the year inchuding events taking place after the yaar
end if ralevant.

H has mal all of lis respansibililes whare, as a botly
§ corporale, It Is a sola managlng trustee of & local
frizst or krusts,

This Anhual Govemance Statement was approvad ata Slgned by the Chalr and Clerk of the meeting where
Ing of the authorlty on: : approval was given:
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

1. Balances brought
forward

gt g
Toltal balancas and reserves al the baginning of the year
as racordad in the financlal records, Valus must agrse to
Bay 7 of pravious yest.

2. {+} Pracepi or Rates an
Levles :

| Total amount of precept (or for IDSs rales and levies)
| recelved or recelvable In the year. Fxclude any granls
receivad,

3, (+) Tolal othar recelpis

Tolal income or receipts as recorded in the cashbeok less
the precep! of ratesflevies raceived (line 2). Include any
grants received. '

4, () S1aff costs

Total expenditura or payments made to and on bahalf
of alf employees, Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI conlribufions, employers pension
contributlons, gratuifles and severance payments,

5, (~) Loan interest/capltal
repaymants

Total axpenditure or paymenis of capllal and interes{
made during the year on the authorily's barrowings (if any).

8. {-YAll other payments

Total axpenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
bool less slaff costs (lina 4) and loan Interest/capital
repaymenis {lins 5).

7. (=) Balances carrled
forward

| Tolal balahces and reserves af the end of the year, Mus!
| equal (T+2+3) - (4+5+6},

8, Total value of cash and
shori term investmenls

The sum of all curren! and deposi{ bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term fnvestmenis held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank recongitiation,

9, Total fixad assets plus
long term Investments
and aseels

The value of all the properly the authorlly owns - il Is made
| up of all lis fixed asseis and Jong lerm Investinents as af
31 March,

10. Total borrowings

The autstanding capilal balance as at 31 March of all loans
| from third parties (Including PWLE).

‘- a. Disclosure nole re Trust funds
{Including charitable)

' e Council, a3 a bady corporats, acts as sole frustes and
Is responsible for managing Trusl funds or assets.

11b, Disclosura note re Trust funds
{Ineluding charitable}

The figures In the accounting staterents above
exclude any Trust transactions,

[ certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accouinting
Statemaents In this Annual Governance and Accolntabllity
Return have heen prapared on elthet & recelpls and paymants
or Income anrd expendlture basis following the guldance In
Govarnance and Accountability for Smallar Authotlties — a
Practitloners' Gulde to Proper Practices and prasant falrly
the financial position of this autharity,

Signed by Responsihle Financial Qfflcer before belng

Date

| confirm that thase Accounting Statements were
appraved by this authorlty on this dale:

1 | Slgned by Chair of the maeting whera the Accounting
*| Slalements ware appraved
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Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Chudleigh Town Councii - DV0098

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
Iniernational Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland} and hence it does not provide the same leve! of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determinad that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those {ocal public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance raview, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 62 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General, AGN 02 Is available from the NAO website - hitps:/Avww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal contral. The authosity prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Praclices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those maiters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors,

2 External auditor’'s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legistation and regutatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smalter authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2023, however, we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enabie to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in fine with statutory
requirements. Once we have completad our review & final report will be pravided with the certificate of completion detailing any
quglifications and ‘other matters,

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024,

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been abie to complete our review work in time to enable fo smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature / M A ,//ij ol
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